
Establishing the Eric Wickersham ’02 Fund: 
Supporting Teachers to Support Young Stevenson Students

The Wickersham family’s ties to Stevenson 
School are long and deep. In 2001, Grover 
Wickersham ’67 established the Wickersham 
Family Fund to provide for faculty research 
and continuing education to further the goal 
of professional development for Stevenson 
teachers. Wanting to provide a direct and 
lasting benefit to the School’s teachers, 
Grover endowed the fund initially with a 
gift of $103,000. Grover believed that by 
enriching teachers’ lives, both the teachers 
and their students would benefit deeply. 

The Wickersham Family Fund is part of a 
process by which faculty members apply for 
annual grants that are awarded each school 
year by a committee chaired by the Head of 
the Upper Division. The terms of the Fund 
allow for very broad discretion in awarding 
grants for continuing education, research, 
and even charitable work. Grants also 
support travel costs and living expenses, 
including, in some cases, family members 
that accompany the grantee. The Fund’s 
annual grants have historically totaled 
approximately $35,000, but in 2022, they 
will be supplemented to total $100,000. 

In 2021, the Wickersham family experienced 
a sudden and profound loss when Grover’s 
son Eric ’02 died tragically at age 36. Eric 
passed away peacefully during the night 
from still undetermined causes, his passing 
leaving a hole in his parent’s hearts. 

Eric was Grover’s only son and the only 
child of Dr. Ann Daugherty. When Eric 
was a boarder at RLS, his mother Ann 

would regularly visit. A few years later, 
Ann, a senior scientist with Roche-Genentech, 
established her second home in Carmel and 
Eric would often spend time with her there. 
The family shared many wonderful family 
weekends in the Carmel area where Eric 
enjoyed a continuing connection with RLS 
and friends of his in the area. 

Eric treasured his time at Stevenson and 
made lasting friendships, notably Adrian 
Witzenmann ’02, his closest friend. Eric’s 
ties to Stevenson include his uncle, 
Commander James (Jim) K. Wickersham ’68 
MD, USN, Ret., cousin Elizabeth
Wickersham ’12, and stepsister Stevie 
Hoesel Wickersham ’18.

It has been said that grief is the price 
that one pays for love, and there is no 
fathoming the depths of the love that 
Eric’s parents have for him. In memory 
of Eric, his family requested that the 
name of the Wickersham Family Fund 
be changed to the Eric Wickersham ’02 
Fund.

In remembering Eric, the word that 
family most often uses is “kind.” Eric 
was unfailingly kind. There was a 
charming naiveté about him and, 
though he could often be shy, he had 
a quick wit and a wonderful sense 
of humor. When Eric died he had 
successfully sold a business venture he 
had started and he was excited about 
opportunities for the future.

Recently, Jill Wickersham, Eric’s 
stepmother, agreed with Grover to make 
Eric’s fund the beneficiary of a Charitable 
Remainder Trust that she and Grover 
established several years earlier and that 
has a current value of $1.2 million. The 
principal (i.e., “charitable remainder”) 
of that Trust will go irrevocably to 
the Eric Wickersham ’02 Fund on the 
passing of the latter of Jill and Grover. 
At this time, Grover is also contributing 
his share of the Charitable Remainder 
Trust’s annual earnings, approximately 
$30,000 per annum, to supplement the 
annual grants of the Eric Wickersham 
’02 Fund. 

Because Eric’s family would like the 2022 
grants to be particularly meaningful, 
Grover has assured the School that the 
Fund will make total grants in 2022 to 
Stevenson faculty and, where appropriate 
for travel, faculty families, in a total 
amount of $100,000. 

In supporting faculty enrichment and 
showing teachers that they are 
appreciated and highly valued, the 
generous gifts of Eric’s family and 
friends will keep alive the cherished 
memory of Eric. The Eric Wickersham 
’02 Fund will contribute to supporting 
faculty enrichment in creative ways 
that help enhance both the professional 
experience for Stevenson teachers and 
the learning experience for generations 
of Stevenson students.
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